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""Evaluating the Knowledge and Practice Level of History Upper Basic
Stage Teachers Concerning their Teaching skills, and Preparing

a Training Programme to Develop Such Skills*

Amman Arab University of Higher Studies (2006)
Student: Bassam Mo'hd Hamid Ikda
Advisor: Dr. Yakoub Abu Hilo

Abstract

This study sought to evaluate the higher basic grade history teachers'
level of knowledge and practice of history teaching skills, and to develop a

training program to improve these skills.

Specifically, the study endeavored to answer the following questions:

1. What are the skills of teaching history at the higher basic grade?

2. What is the level of the higher basic grade history teachers' knowledge
of history teaching skills for classes of this grade?

3. What is the higher grade history teachers' practice of history teaching
skills at this grade?

4. What is the higher grade history teachers' level of teaching skills
knowledge compared to that which is educationally accepted?

5. What is the level of basic grade history teachers' practice of history
teaching skills compared to that which is educationally acceptable?

6. What are the components of a training program that can improve history

teaching skills for these teachers?
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7. What is the impact this program may have on improving the level of
knowledge and practice of teaching skills for those teachers receiving the

program?

The study sample consisted of (13) teachers ( males and females ) of
the higher basic grade history teachers working at the public schools of the
Amman Second Directorate of Education. This sample was chosen by the

simple random method, and it formed about 50% of the study population.

To fulfill the objectives of the study, the researcher developed the
following instruments:

1. AHistory teaching skills list, and it covered (15) main skills with sub-
categories.

2. A test to evaluate the knowledge held by the subjects of history
teaching skills. This test consisted of (70) items assigned to (10)
domains.

3. A note cards that were designed to measure the subjects' knowledge
of history teaching skills. The cards covered (70) sub-skills assigned
to (10) domains.

4. A training program that was proposed by the researcher to improve
the subjects' teaching skills. This program covered (9) training

packages.

The statistical analyses of the study data produced the following

results:
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- There were significant differences (o = 0.05) between the
mathematical means of the subjects' pre-and post test knowledge of
the history teaching skills, and the differences were in favor of the
post-test knowledge.

- There were significant differences (o = 0.05) between the
mathematical means of the subjects' pre-test practice of the history
teaching skills at the higher basic grade ( and that was through direct
observation of the subjects' classroom teaching ), and that of their
post-test practice. These differences were in favor of the latter.

- There were significant differences (oo = 0.05) between the
mathematical means of the subjects' pre-test knowledge of the history
teaching skills, and that of the educationally accepted level. These
differences were in favor of the latter. Also, there were significant
differences between the mathematical means of the post-test practice
level, and that of the educationally accepted one, and these differences
were in favor of the post-test practice.

- There were significant differences (o = 0.05) between the
mathematical means of the pre — and post-test knowledge level in each
domain, and in all domains as a whole. These differences were in favor
of the post knowledge.

- There were significant differences (o = 0.05) between the
mathematical means of the pre- and post-test practice level for each

card, and the total cards, and these differences were in favor of the

post practice.
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